Dichotomous Key Instructions

Draw and color a picture of 5 aliens with weird characteristics onto a piece of computer paper. Then name the aliens. Think about the differences in characteristics between the aliens.

Now, the part that is difficult to understand is the dichotomous key. Basically, you keep dividing the group into 2 smaller groups and then the smaller groups into 2 smaller groups until you can identify each alien. Look at this link to see an example - http://www.nclack.k12.or.us/1825201917183297/lib/1825201917183297/Alien-Classification.pdf
Example:

1. If the alien has _____________, go to step 2

If the alien does not have _____________, go to step 4

2. If the alien has _______________, go to step 3

If the alien does not have _______________, its name is ______________.

3. If the alien has _______________, its name is __________________.

If the alien does not have_______________, its name is _______________

4. 
Etc.


Etc.

Notice 2 lines per step and each step separates ALL of the remaining aliens into two different groups.

